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of Apollo of the middle Form, yet something above
George Withers, in a pretty Flowry and Pastoral
Gale of Fancy, in a vernal Prospect of some Hill,
Cave, Rock, or Fountain; which but for the interrup-
tion of other trivial Passages, might have made up
none of the worst Poetick Landskips," and then he
quotes, as a sample of Herrick, a tiresome " epi-
gram," in the poet's worst style. This is not
delicate or acute criticism, as we judge nowadays;
but I would give a good deal to meet Winstanley
at a coffee-house, and go through the Hesperides
with him over a dish of chocolate. It would be
wonderfully interesting to discover which passages
in Herrick really struck the contemporary mind
as ''flowery/' and which as "trivial," But this
is just what all seventeenth-century criticism, even
Dry den's, omits to explain to us, The personal
note in poetical criticism, the appeal to definite
taste, to the experience of eye and ear, is not met
with, even in suggestion, until we reach the pamph-
lets of John Dennis.

The particular copy of Winstanley which lies
before me is a valuable one; I owe it to the generosity
of a friend in Chicago, who hoards rare books, and
yet has the greatness of soul sometimes to part
with them. It is interleaved, and the blank pages
are rather densely inscribed with notes in the hand-
writing of Dr. Thomas Percy, the poetical Bishop
of Dromore. From his hands it passed into those
of John Bowyer Nichols, the antiquary. Percy's
notes are little more than references to other
authorities, memoranda for one of his own useful